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of “Boffon, in an Anfwer of certaine 
_ Obje&ions made againft their Difci- 
pline and Orders there, directed to 
Le a FRIENDs 


With the Queftions put to fich as are 
_ Admitted to the Church Fellowthip 


and the CovENANT it felfe. 


ifetatua | Here haye been things (a8 it feemeth) 
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Sit yee I reported pire Ye 
Wal woe a Firlt, that we receive none into 

See eekesy| Our Church-fellowfhup untill they 
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Saxen) firft difclaime their Churches in 
a) England as no Churches, but as 
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_. sf) to Aambs ‘of the devill; now, Lanfwer, 
God forbid; God forbid :-Ic.is true, one Sheba of Bickry 
blew a Trumpet of fuch:a feditious Separation; I 
meane, one Mr. Wiliams late Teacher of Salem, but 
himfelfe and others that ‘followed ftiffely in that way, 


A 2 who 


(a 


who were all excommunicated out of the 


Church and banifhed out of the Common-wealth,. 
for men in that way, and of juch a {pirit are 
wont not onely to renounce the Churches of England, 
but ours alfo, becaufe we held communion with them 
in England in the things which are of Gad ; fee there- 


forehow injuftly wee are flandered for renouncing 


communion with you, as is mentioned, and for it 
they themfel ves are punifhed in our Common wealth, 


- cenfures in our Churches ; for fuch Antichriftian ex- 


orbitures: by this you may fee the Objection clearely 
an{wered, 

The fecond Calumny is, that our members muft 
profeffe their repentance for all former communion 
withthe Churches among you: Now for the anfwer, 
wee profefle no fuch things, but onely in general! fo 
farreas we have polluted our felyes with any corrup- 


-tionsor inventions of men, er defiledGods Ordinances 


with any corruption of their owne, whereby you may 
gather aufwer from the fecond Calumny. noe 
Thethird Calumny is, that we enter into covenant 
folemnly, never to haye communion with the prefent 
Churches of England, whereas in truth we never have 
{uch words or meaning in any part of our. Coyenant, 
but that we profefle to walke in allthe Ordinances of 
=F Ene according ‘to his will - revealed in his 
ord. | 


Of the fourth report you mention, there is fome - 


ground for it, our practife, power indeed is-given ‘a- 
mong usto the:people to chufe their Minifters, fo like. 
wile to receive any member untothe Church fellow- 
ihip,and to. joyne: in the.excommunication of fich 
as grow {candalous, which yet-is very rare.Among us 
through the goodneffeofGod fearce two or three haye 
beene excommunicated out: of our Churches, which 
is more for rejecting communion with the Churches, 
than for any other-criine: It is true alfo,that-we allow 
any members of the°Church tocomplaine of 7a of. 
; S ence 
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fence given him by any brother, if a private way 6f 
Admmonitioa according to the tule have not reformed 
him, Maith. 18.17, -but that hath fallen out very 
feldome ince 1 came hither, for ought I have heard, 
either in our owne or other Churches, they much 
wrong both you and us who: told you that Matter 
Wilfou was fufpended from his Miniftry for his Jour- 
ney into England, ot for any Communion he had with 
the Chutches.there ; nor to my remembrance did any 
of the Brethren queftion him about it, till of himéelfe 
he began to give ome account of his journey to the 
Church, and then. indeede two, or three grave and 
godly men defired aim to clearé a paflage or two; firft, 
Flow she could leave the whole Congregation above 
‘twelye moneths:together without their confent, and 
how he could leave his wife (as I remember) without 
her confent ; to both which he gavea fatisfattory an- 
{wer, and was notat all fufpended by the Church, bag 
of himfelfe he forbare one day, or at the leaft halfe a 
day, till hee had declared both the particulars ; thac 
which. you adde of grace and gafts of Chrift, or of 
his prefence in the Mini(try of his fervants atnong 


you, we willingly & thankefully acknowledge,and do 
profeffe, that the hope which moft of ushave obtained 
of the common falvation wee received from the prea- 
ching of Gods faithfull Minifters among you, wee 


cannot, we dare not deny to Bleffe the Wombe which bare 
‘us, and tbe Paps which gave us fucke » and long may thefe 
Lights fhine among you with all peace, purity, and 
power, amen, ) eo 
“What you fpeake of Separatitts and Brownifts; wee 
generally here doe confent with you, that the bitter- 
nefle of Separation whereby men doe not onmely cut 
themfelves from the inventions of men; but alfo from 
the Ordinances of God,and fellowlhip of his fervants; 
for who {0 have done, they never were blefied with | 
peace: As for thofe {cruples you pray me to weigh with- 


out prejudice, we here doe confent with you therein, 
R23 onely 


only there is a paflage or two which I craye leave to ex- 
plaine my felf in firft,that you fay our Paftor M.Wilfon 
affirmes among you that wee did not follow Cal pins 
platforme as an Epifcopal! he faiths he doth not remem- 
ber any fuch word to have fallen from him, onely thus 
much he confeffeth, as we doe all here, that wee doe 
not tranfact all things fo referyedly in a confiftory, 
but though wee bee prebeftary, doe’prepare all 
things for the Church, yet wee tranfaét no publique 
act, but in their prefence, and with their con- 
fents, unleffe any of their brethren can givea reafon 
from the Scripture to the contrary; or fome better in- 
telligence of his owne, which latter fometimes falls 
out; fecondly, what you {peake of prophefying,I neede 
not fay much of it, itis very warily ufed here, unlefle 
it be in abfence, and weakenefle of Minifters, and for 
my abufe herein allow it not, but diflike it as you doe : 
; Now you have fhewed fo much forto inquire the 
~ truth ofthefe matters, I pray you informe others alfo 
what anfwer you have received, which will bea fur.” 
ther teftimony of your love ; pray for us, as we doe for 
you, fotaking leaye I reft, nae 


~ Your unworthy weake 
Brother in Chrift, 


loHN CoTTON 


Queftions 


Queftions put to fuch as are admitted to 
the Church-Fellow{bip. - 

_JOw it pleafed God to worke: in. them; to bring 
Lthem home to Chrift; whether the law have.con- 
vinced them of finne, how the Lord hath wenne them 
to deny themfelves and their owne righteoufnefle, and 
to rely on the righteoufnefle of Chritt; then they make 
a briefe confeffion, or elfean anfwer toa few quefti- 
ons about the maine fundamental: points of Religion, 
that it may appeare indeed whether they be competent~ 
ly endued Waite the knowledge ofthe truth, and found 
in the faith, and about the Godhead, the Trinity, the 
worke, our firft eftate of innocency, the fall, our re- 
demption {Chrift his Natures, his Offices, Faith, the 
Sacraments, the Church, the RefurreStion, the laft 
judgement, fuchas every Chriftian man ts bound to 
learne and give account of; we refufe none for weake- 
nefle, either knowledge or graee, if the whole be in 
them, and that any of the Church can give teftimony 
of their Chriftian and fincere affections, and then the 
Church confenting to their admiffion, one of the 
Elders propounded to the ees the covenant that hee 
muftenter into with God and the Church, whereun- 
to the party exprefly covenants, then is reciprocally 
received the Churches covenant backe againe 
by the voyce of the elder. Thisis all the fecret we 
have among us, neither have we any more fecret car= 
riage, than this which no godly man that ever came O- 
ver to us haveever difliked, you come not more wil= 
lingly tohaye communion with us, then we receive 
you, upon no harder termes then have been declared.. 


TheCOVENANT itfelfe. 


Qiucest hath pleafed Godto move you brebbren to hold forth 
the right band of fellowfhipslt is your party and, tae bit? 
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ais to require of' you in the ndme of the Lord, and of bis © 3° 
Church, before youcan be admitted thereunto, Ywbether yoy 
be willing to enter a boly Covenant with God, and With Habe 


felfe, and all your form fe eee and corruptions, Wherein 
in any fort yon bave walked,and [oto give up yonr felfe to the 
Lord lefus, making bim your qnely pr teff an attonement, your — 
onely profit, your onely ride and King, and Lawgiver, aud 
to walke hefore him in all profeffed fubjections unto all bis holy 
Ordinance, according tothe rule ced and to walke 
* together with his Church and the members thereof in brother. 
Ly love, and mutual edification and (fuscor according to God: 
then doe I alfo promife unto youtn the name of thisChurch,  ° 
that by the helpe of Chrift, we likewife will walke towards yous 
in all brotherly love and boly Bettini to the mutual 


and by the grace and belpe of Chrift be willing to deay your 


building, up one of another in the fellow/bip of the Lord le. 

fi, Amen. Amen. Ae ) ; 4 
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